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The Science Coalition

TASK FORCE ON AMERICAN INNOVATION

December 3, 2013
The Honorable Patty Murray The Honorable Paul Ryan
Chairman Chairman

Committee on the Budget
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Committee on the Budget
United States House of
Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairs Ryan and Murray:

As you negotiate over the FY 14 Budget, the Task Force on American Innovation urges
you to reach an agreement that provides relief from the sequester and helps close our
nation’s innovation deficit by ensuring sustained and robust support for scientific research
and STEM education. The many companies, universities, and scientific societies
represented by the Task Force agree that unless we change course, America’s role as the
world innovation leader will be in danger, and our future prospects for economic growth
bleak.

Even in its first year, sequestration has already harmed the U.S. scientific and research
enterprise by slowing progress on continuing research endeavors and cutting off support
altogether for new projects. We do not know what eventual breakthroughs have been lost,
but we do know that past federal investments in scientific research have brought us life-
changing innovations and advances, such as the Internet, better forecasting of severe
weather, GPS, improved prosthetic limbs, and a reliable power grid. It is easy to take
these innovations for granted, but we need to remember that they were born of federal
investment.

We appreciate the broader fiscal pressures our nation faces and understand the need to
address them. This coalition has consistently expressed support for a major long-term
budget agreement that not only protects coming generations from unsustainable debt but
also ensures that we are able to invest in their future. Without such an agreement, the
growing innovation deficit — the gap between needed and actual federal investments in
research and STEM education — will eventually allow other nations to charge ahead of us
in the race for global preeminence. Sequestration cuts to research and STEM education
are hitting at just the time when competing countries are significantly increasing their own
investments in these areas.

The most effective way to help close the innovation deficit is to eliminate sequestration for
the long-term. In the near-term, we strongly urge you to provide sequestration relief for
FY2014. This will provide certainty to the federal science agencies engaged in basic
research and the corporations, universities, and scientific societies that partner with them
to achieve innovation breakthroughs. The Task Force on American Innovation looks
forward to supporting you in this important effort.

Sincerely,
TFAI

www.innovationtaskforce.org



http://www.innovationtaskforce.org/



